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EW out in the Spirit
” CONFIRMATION

The beastly imagery challenge us to resist the forces that defy God.

Prelude

Opening Hymn Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth Hymn 727

1 Lord Christ, when first you came to earth,
upon a cross they bound you,
and mocked your saving kingship's worth
by thorns with which they crowned you.
And still our wrongs may fashion now
new thorns to pierce that steady brow,
and robe of sorrow round you.

2 O awesome Love, which finds no room
in life where sin denies you,
and, doomed to death, shall bring to doom
the pow'r that crucifies you,
till not a stone is left on stone,
and then the nations' pride, o'erthrown,
will nevermore defy you!

3 New advent of the love of Christ,
will we again refuse you,
till in the night of hate and war
we perish as we lose you?
From ancient doubts our minds release
to seek the kingdom of your peace,
by which alone we choose you.

4 O wounded hands of Jesus, build
in us your new creation;
our pride is dust, our vaunt is stilled;
we wait your revelation.
O Love that triumphs over loss,
we bring our hearts before your cross;
come, finish your salvation.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray, We are surrounded by the beasts of worldly powers, characterized by
injustice and oppression, but disguised in the jewels of wealth and security. Make us to
see plainly the falsehood and arrogance of those who would lead us in the way of greed
and violence, that we might reflect your light and act in the way of humility and peace. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Welcome and Greeting

Gospel Acclamation stand
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Gospel Lesson John 12:27-32

The gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus says,] “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.”
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to
him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Gospel Response Halle, Halle, Halle

Lesson Revelation 13:1-18

1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, and on its horns
were ten diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous names. 2 And the beast that I saw
was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And the
dragon gave it his power and his throne and great authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to
have received a death blow, but its fatal wound had been healed. In amazement the whole
earth followed the beast. 4 They worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the
beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight
against it?”

5The beast was given a mouth speaking arrogant and blasphemous words, and it was
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 6It opened its mouth to speak
blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell
in heaven. 7 Also, it was allowed to wage war on the saints and to conquer them. It was
given authority over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8 and all the



inhabitants of the earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written from the
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slaughtered.

9Let anyone who has an ear listen: 10If you are to be taken captive,

into captivity you go; if you kill with the sword, with the sword you must be killed.
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

11 Then I saw another beast that rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb, and it
spoke like a dragon. 121t exercises all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and it
makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been
healed. 131t performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in the
sight of all, 14and by the signs that it is allowed to perform on behalf of the beast it deceives
the inhabitants of earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that had been wounded
by the sword and yet lived, 15and it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so
that the image of the beast could even speak and cause those who would not worship the
image of the beast to be killed. 16 Also, it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor,
both free and slave, to be given a brand on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one
can buy or sell who does not have the brand, that is, the name of the beast or the number for
its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let anyone with understanding calculate the number of
the beast, for it is the number for a person. Its number is six hundred sixty-six.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Affirmation of baptism
Confirmands Mentors
Noah Fox Tim Hudson
Connor Pensyl Molly Pensyl

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these confirmands, whom you have made your
own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them
with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have
brought to new birth. In the name of Christ. Amen.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father? I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

You have made public profession of your faith.



Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support these confirmands and pray for their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Bible Verses, Faith Statements and Confirmation Blessings
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Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

Ministry Announcements

Prayers of Intercession Response: hear our prayer.
LITURGY OF THE MEAL
Offertory You Are Mine Hymn 581

I will come to you in the silence
I will lift you from all your fear
You will hear My voice

I claim you as My choice

Be still, and know I am near

I am hope for all who are hopeless
I am eyes for all who long to see
In the shadows of the night,

I will be your light

Come and rest in Me



Do not be afraid, I am with you
I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me

I will bring you home

I'love you and you are mine

I am strength for all the despairing

Healing for the ones who dwell in shame

All the blind will see, the lame will all run free
And all will know My name

Do not be afraid, I am with you
I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me

I will bring you home

I'love you and you are mine

I am the Word that leads all to freedom

I am the peace the world cannot give

I will call your name, embracing all your pain
Stand up, now, walk, and live

Do not be afraid, I am with you
I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me

I will bring you home

I'love you and you are mine

Offering www.engagedbygrace.org/offering

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, Father..., in your holy church, both now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.



Special Music Haydn Piano Sonata Hob. 50 2nd movement Carter Evanchan
Blessing & Closing Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessings Hymn 547

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.

Oh, now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ's teaching,

receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.

Your grace shall incite us,

your love shall unite us

to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

Go in peace, together in Christ. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Chancel flowers today are given by Genie Craven to the Glory of God and with thanksgiving
for her marriage to Don Graven 75 years ago this week.
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