SAN MARCOS LUTHERAN CHURCH
3419 Grand Avenue . San Marcos, CA 92078 . (760) 727-1509
www.sanmarcoslutheran.org

Pr. Casey Kloehn Dunsworth

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 31, 2025 10:00 a.m.

Welcome to worship!

Throughout the service, you will be invited to sit, stand, or kneel as you are able and as you feel comfortable.
All ave welcome to receive Holy Communion, for it is Christ who does the inviting. An usher will let you know when it is your row’s turn to come
forward. Bread, gluten-free wafers, red wine, and white juice are all available. Please tell the pastor you need a gluten-free wafer when it is your

turn.

GATHERING
PRELUDE ‘The God of Abraham Praise’, arranged by Tracey. Craig McKibben

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY TIME OF PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of = Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the humility of

your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN (stand)

Hymnal #880

O God beyond All Praising
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1 O God be-yond all prais - ing, we  wor-ship you to - day

2 The flowr of earth-ly splen-dor in  time mustsure-ly  die,

3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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and sing the love a - maz - ing that songscan-not re - pay;
its frag - ile bloom sur -ren - der to  you, the Lord most high;
that we  who know your fa - vor may  serve you as our King;
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for we can on-ly won-der at ev - 'ty gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na-ture the e - ter - nal seed is sown—
and wheth ~er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or ill,
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at bless-ings with - out num-ber and  mer-cies with-out end:
though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar - den grown:
we’ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:
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we Lift  our hearts be - fore you and wait up-on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - ry.
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -1 -fice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 18741934
Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved, Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



WORD

FIRST LESSON Sirach 10:12-18

The beginning of human pride is to forsake the Lord;the heart has withdrawn from its Maker.
For the beginning of pride is sin, and the one who clings to it pours out abominations.
Therefore the Lord brought upon them unheard-of calamities and destroyed them completely.
The Lord overthrew the thrones of rulersand enthroned the lowly in their place.

The Lord plucked up the roots of the nationsand planted the humble in their place.

The Lord laid waste the lands of the nations and destroyed them to the foundations of the earth.
He removed some of them and destroyed them and erased the memory of them from the earth.
Pride was not created for human beings or violent anger for those born of women.

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual affection continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with
them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in
honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and
adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has
said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his
name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hymnal #172
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Music: Caribbean traditional

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 14th Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath,
they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. “When you are invited by
someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than
you has been invited by your host, and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this
person your place,” and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go
and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’;
then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends
or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you
would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you
will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON (sif)
HYMN - The congregation is invited to stand. Hymnal #768
Lead me, Guide Me
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1.1 am weak and 1 need thy strength  and pow’r To
2.Help me tread in the paths of right - eous - ness. Be my
3.1 am lost if you take your hand from me, I am
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dark-ness thy face to see. Lead me, O Lord, lead  me.
all my trust in thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
let me thy ser - vant be,. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (you may be seated)
The assembly is invited into prayer:
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.
(A brief silence)
After each petition, ‘“Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.”
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives them; through
Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of peace

MEAL

SPECIAL MUSIC ‘We Are Called’ by David Haas Karen Johns/Justin Hershey

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The presiding minister continues:
Eternal God, in the abundance of your love you have caused all things to be; from dust and spirit, you have

woven our humanity; in all our wanderings, you never cease to call us to fullness of life.

You gave us Jesus, son of Mary, the bread of life, broken for the world; he fed us and feasted with us;

he healed us and suffered for us; his dying and rising have set us free from the poverty of sin and the famine
of death. Therefore, with all whom you have made, cherished, and called, with all who hunger for your
kingdom and will not rest until all your children are fed, with the broken saints and redeemed sinners of all

the ages, we take up the song of your praise:

Holy, Holy, Holy
Santo, santo, santo
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho -ly, my heart, my heart a - dores you.
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Mi co - ra-zon te sa - be de-cir: San - to_e-res  Se - jior.
My heart is glad to say the words: You are ho - ly, God.

Text: Argentine traditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

We ask that your Holy Spirit will fall upon these gifts,

that these fragile, earthly things

may be to us the body and blood of our lord and brother, Jesus Christ;
who, on the night that he was betrayed,

gathered with his faltering friends for a meal that tasted of freedom.
Calling them to his table, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said:

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me.”

In the same way after supper, he took the cup, saying:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.”

As on that night, so here and now he offers himself in touch and taste beyond all words can hold.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, in our eating and drinking

we are filled with the life-giving presence of Christ;
we proclaim him as creation’s host,

transforming poverty into plenty

in the reckless generosity of love.

Inspire us with the hope
that one day death and greed will be no more
and people without number
will come from east and west, north and south to share the kingdom meal.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
by whom and with whom and in whom
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory be yours, Mother of blessings, forever and ever. Amen.
Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church, Church Publishing (New York, NY: 2009).

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

DISTRIBUTION



COMMUNION HYMNS
Jesus, Name Above All Names
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As We Gather at Your Table
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I As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Tumour wor-ship in -to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet howto make Love’svic - t'ry known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died - to save.
as  we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Ir., b. 1944

Music; IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollanise Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit *F bless you and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hymnal #547
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Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
n ¥ s | 1 { [m—
¥ II# (3] | - I I i 1 1 T
O5——1 4 »  — . > 5 o — '
A\Y Y. = 3 { | Bl i 1 1 1] huad - I H {
P5) ’ | — | — ’
1.Sent forth by God’s bless - ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
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DisMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

We invite you to remain seated quietly for the postlude. If you exit during the postlude, please refrain from conversation until you are
outside of the sanctuary.

POSTLUDE Of the Father’s Begotten Love’ by Dan Forrest, arr. by Douglas E. Wagner

“Lead Me, Guide Me” Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995 Music: LEAD ME, GUIDE ME; Doris Akers © 1953, Doris Akers, admin.

Unichappell Music, Inc.
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Text: Omar Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.; © 1964, World Library Publications Music: THE ASH GROVE; Welsh

folk tune Copyright Acknowledgements: All reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706220

WORSHIP LEADERS
Preacher/Presider: Pr. Casey Kloehn Dunsworth
Assisting Minister: Anne Voth
Musicians: Justin Hershey and Max Chodos
Lector: Karin Kupka
Ushers: Jack Anderson and Vicki Petsche

All are welcome! As a community of the people of God, the members of San Marcos Lutheran Church are called to
welcome all people, regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or
sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)

Are you new to San Marcos Lutheran Church? Pastor Casey would love the opportunity
to get to know you, and has put together a short, confidential, online form. Your
smartphone's QR reader can take you to it using this code.

If technology isn't your cup of tea (or if it just isn't working for you today) there are cream-
colored cards in the pew in front of you, which you can fill out and put in the silver offering
plates, hand to an usher, or hand to Pastor Casey after the service. We're glad you're here!

Let Us Keep These People in Our Prayers Susan Agonia, Christine Buma, Jim Cavolt, Sue Check, Eunice
Choi, Steve Choi, Crystal, Celia Genishi, Bill Hanson, Jolene Hanson, Pete Johnson, Jim Kent, Linda Kent, Joy
Kirkland, Gary Kloehn, Laura, Larry, Deborah McGregor, Melinda Nelson, Leanne Pohrman, Alvar Roy, Jake
& Sarah Simpson, Marilynne Smith, Dawn Steele, Stephanie, Nick Torres, Kelly Van Jen. Let us pray for our
homebound members: Janice Phillips, and Carol Schwartz. We also continue to pray for: Pacifica Synod Bishop
David Nagler, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Presiding Bishop-elect Yehiel Curry.

We send our prayers and condolences to the Soderstrom family at the passing of Vern Soderstrom. May light
perpetual shine upon them.

Thank you for supporting the ministry of San Marcos Lutheran Church! Your generosity enables us to do
God’s work in our community. Your contributions to our general fund support our
budgeted expenses—we cannot do it without your support!

You can contribute in any of the following ways:

» Place a check or cash in the silver offering plates at the back of the sanctuary
on Sundays;

» Mail a check to the church office (3419 Grand Ave. San Marcos, CA 92078);

» Set up a recurring donation through your bank;

» Make a one-time or recurring donation with your credit or debit card or bank
account through Tithely, our online giving portal. Visit sanmarcoslutheran.org/give to get started.

Your smartphone’s QR reader can take you there by scanning this code. San Marcos Lutheran Church is a

501(c)(3) organization, and your gift may be tax-deductible.




All Saints Food Pantry

Thanks for responding with donations of tuna. We seldom get at the Food Bank and can always use: tuna,
canned chicken, mayonnaise, catsup, mustard, jam. If you'd like to help on any the 3rd or 4th Saturday of the
month from 10:30-noon, we'd love to have you. Speak to Doris Payne if you'd like more info.

Saturdays of Sisterhood- Sept. 6
Saturdays of Sisterhood meets on Saturday, September 6™ from 10-11:30 AM in Luther Hall. This is a bible

study for women, led by women, about women. Last month we wrapped up our study on Ruth. In September we
will focus on kinship and kindness. Who will the next woman of the bible be? No need to RSVP, a spot is
waiting for you, come and find out! Questions? Contact Kérin Kupka at 760-415-2525

or karinkupka533@hotmail.com.

"God's Work, Our Hands" is Sunday, September 7

The Service projects include: * Kindness Rock Painting ¢ Blessing Bags ¢ Sack Lunches ¢ Birthday Party Boxes
» Cards for hospital patients. We will have a potluck lunch after our service projects. Please bring a dish or
dessert to share. Items can be dropped off in Luther Hall before the shortened worship service. See Donna

Huber if you have any questions about the potluck.

Choir Returns after summer break

The Summer is over, and the Choir will be returning in September. Won't you please consider joining us in this
joyful ministry? If you can sing the hymns, you could sing in the Choir. All are welcome!!!

We practice on Thursday Evenings at 7:00 pm beginning on September 4th. Hope to see you there.

Call Max Chodos at (760) 521-5793 for more information

Join Us for A Matter of Balance Class Series!

Take control of your fear of falling and stay active with this 8-session program designed to help older adults
reduce fall risk and improve balance. This class will be led by our own parishioner, Beth Sullivan, OTD,
OTR/L, who is an experienced occupational therapist with an expertise in fall prevention for older adults.
September 30th-October 23rd (Tuesdays and Thursdays) 9:30-11:30 am, Luther Hall. All are welcome—build
strength, confidence, and peace of mind! Cost is $25. For more information or to register, contact: Beth Sullivan

@ phone: 847-254-0212 or drbesullivan@ gmail.com

Preschool Pizza Fridays
We are starting off the school year in a new way and offering Pizza Fridays all month of September! We would

love to promote Lunch Bunch participation from 12pm-1pm with your help. Would you sponsor a Pizza
Friday for $20? Take a "slice" with the date on it and donate via church~ cash is always welcome!
Thank you for your continued support for the littles~. here's to their smiles! Blessings, Mrs.Leong
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