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CREATION BY THE WORD 
In a world that seems increasingly chaotic,  

God’s logical peace and orderly grace is still there.  

Prelude                                                 
                                                                   
Confession 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith.  
Amen. 

 



Opening Hymn                                  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens                     Hymn 771 
 
1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens 
 infinite in time and place, 
 flung the suns in burning radiance 
 through the silent fields of space: 
 we, your children in your likeness, 
 share inventive pow'rs with you; 
 great Creator, still creating, 
 show us what we yet may do. 
 
2 We have ventured worlds undreamed of 
 since the childhood of our race; 
 known the ecstasy of winging 
 through untraveled realms of space; 
 probed the secrets of the atom, 
 yielding unimagined pow'r, 
 facing us with life's destruction 
 or our most triumphant hour. 
 
3 As each far horizon beckons, 
 may it challenge us anew: 
 children of creative purpose, 
 serving others, hon'ring you. 
 May our dreams prove rich with promise; 
 each endeavor well begun; 
 great Creator, give us guidance 
 till our goals and yours are one. 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 

 



Kyrie 

 
Prayer of the Day 

 
Let us pray, Grand designer of all things, The light and darkness, the dome in the midst 
of waters, the sky and dry land, the vegetation, the seasons, the swarms of living 
creatures, birds and great sea monsters, creeping things and wild animals, and us; all 
these were brought into being with a word on your lips. And it was good. Amen. 
 

Welcome and Greeting 
 



Gospel Acclamation   stand 

 
Gospel Lesson                                                   John 1:1-5 
 

The gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overtake it. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Lesson                                                               Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

 

Narrator: In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over 
the face of the waters. Then God said,  
 
God: Let there be light;  
 
Narrator: And there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. Narrator: And God said,  
 
God: Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.  
 
Narrator: So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from 
the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said,  
 
God: Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.  
 
Narrator: And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said,  
 
God: Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on 
earth that bear fruit with the seed in it. 
 
Narrator: And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. And God said,  



God: Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let 
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth.  
 
Narrator: And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day 
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to 
give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. And God said,  
 
God: Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the dome of the sky.  
 
Narrator: So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of 
every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying,  
 
God: Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth. 
 
Narrator: And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God said,  
 
God: Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and 
wild animals of the earth of every kind. 
 
Narrator: And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the 
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good. Then God said,  
 
God: Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.  
 
Narrator: So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them,  
 
God: Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.  
 
Narrator: God said,  
 
God: See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the 
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.  
 
Narrator: And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and 
the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the 
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 
done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the 
work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 
 

 



Hymn                                                      When Long Before Time                                              Hymn 861      
 
1 When long before time and the worlds were begun, 
 when there was no earth and no sky and no sun, 
 and all was deep silence and night reigned supreme, 
 and even our Maker had only a dream-- 
 
2 The silence was broken when God sang the Song, 
 and light pierced the darkness and rhythm began, 
 and with its first birth-cries creation was born, 
 and creaturely voices sang praise to the morn. 
 
3 The sounds of the creatures were one with their Lord's, 
 their harmonies sweet and befitting the Word; 
 the Singer was pleased as the earth sang the Song, 
 the choir of the creatures reechoed it long. 
 
4 Though down through the ages the Song disappeared, 
 its harmonies broken and almost unheard, 
 the Singer comes to us to sing it again, 
 our God-is-with-us in the world now as then. 
 
5 The Light has returned as it came once before, 
 the Song of the Lord is our own song once more, 
 so let us all sing with one heart and one voice 
 the Song of the Singer in whom we rejoice. 
 
6 To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise, 
 to you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise, 
 to you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath, 
 be glory for ever, through life and through death. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Ministry Announcements 
 
Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer. 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 

 
Offertory                                    Let All the World in Every Corner Sing                              -K. Pelmear 
 
Offering                                        www.engagedbygrace.org/offering       
                                                                                 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 



 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

We give you thanks, Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, 
and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 
 
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we take this bread and cup, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
  
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion                       
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table.   Please approach the table as you are ready.   

Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server. 
 
Blessing  
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn                                          Let All Things Now Living                                      Hymn 881 
 
1 Let all things now living 
 a song of thanksgiving 
 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
 who fashioned and made us, 
 protected and stayed us, 
 who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 God's light goes before us, 
 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
 till shadows have vanished 
 and darkness is banished, 
 as forward we travel from light into light. 
  
2 God rules all the forces: 
 the stars in their courses 
 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, 
 the rivers and fountains, 
 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
 We too should be voicing 
 our love and rejoicing; 
 with glad adoration a song let us raise 
 till all things now living 
 unite in thanksgiving: 
 "To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 
 



Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your 
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one 
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
 

Blessing    

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 
Go in peace, together in Christ. Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude                            
  

Chancel flowers today are given by Weston Jones in thanksgiving to God on Donna Marie’s 
birthday. 
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